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(g) Basket for a dishwashing machine and manufacturing method thereof. 



(57) A manufacturing method is described of a 
dish-washing machine basket. The main 
characteristic of the described method consists 
in the fact that the basket is obtained by joining 
a base section (1), realised by way of expensive 
tools and being the same for all models of 
machine, and a variable additional part (2,3), 
being different according to the model 
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The present invention relates to a basket for a 
dish-washing machine and to a manufacturing meth- 
od thereof. 

It is known that dish-washing machines normally 
use two extractable dish holding baskets. 

Said baskets are usually realised starting from a 
net of large metallic wires welded perpendicularly to 
each other so as to form a rectangle; the four edges 
of the rectangle are then folded upwards in order to 
form the side walls of the basket. 

The baskets are then completed by welding so as 
to join the four side walls together. 

If necessary the basket is completed by welding 
where appropriate other pieces of wire for the realisa- 
tion of partitions or supports for the dishes; finally the 
basket is finished by covering in a known way the met- 
allic wires with a layer of suitable plastic material. 

Baskets obtained in this way are quite functional, 
even though the addition of certain possibilities could 
be useful, such as a container for small articles, such 
as coffee spoons, that could otherwise slide through 
spaces in the netting; moreover these are not very at- 
tractive and are all practically of the same appear- 
ance; on the other hand differentiating them passing 
from one model or a line of models requires variants 
in the tools used (those actually used for manufactur- 
ing such baskets are very expensive). 

The aim of the present invention is that of indicat- 
ing how it is possible to realise a basket for dish- 
washing machines and a method for it's manufacture 
that, even with contained costs, allows for a greater 
possibility of aesthetic and/or functional design and 
simplifies the diversification of models. 

For reaching such aims the present invention has 
as it's subject a method of manufacture of a basket for 
a dish-washing machine, characterised in that the 
basket is obtained by joining a base section, realised 
with expensive tools being the same for all models of 
machine, and a variable additional part, being differ- 
ent according to the model or line of models, the likes 
of which is realised without the necessity of expen- 
sive tools. 

In particular the present invention has as it's sub- 
ject a basket for dish-washing machines, realised with 
metallic net, characterised in that said basket pro- 
vides a frontal section in a plastic material for improv- 
ing the aesthetics and/or the functioning of the said 
basket 

Further characteristics and advantages of the 
present invention shall result in being clear from the 
following description and annexed drawings, supplied 
purely as an explanatory and non-limiting example, 
wherein: 

- figure 1 represents a view of a basket accord- 
ing to usual techniques; 

- figure 2 represents an enlarged view of a bas- 
ket according to the invention; 

- figure 3 represents a view of a basket assem- 



bled according to the invention; 

- figure 4 represents views of another two exam-" 
pies of baskets according to the invention; 

- figure 5 represents a view of the frontal section 
5 being differentthan thatfor the basket of figure 

3; 

- the figures 6 and 7 represent a further example 
of the basket according to the invention. 

In figure 1 a view of a basket according to usual 
10 techniques is represented, it is realised starting from 
a net of large metallic wires 9 perpendicularly welded 
one to the other so as to form a rectangle; the four 
edges of the rectangle are then folded upwards so as 
to form the lateral walls of the basket. 
15 The basket is then completed by welding so as to 

join together the four said walls; finally the basket is 
finished by covering the metallic wires with a layer of 
suitable plastic material. 

In figure 2 an enlarged view of a basket according 
20 to the invention is represented. 
Said figure indicates: 

- the metallic net basket 1; as is seen it is sub- 
stantially the same as that known of figure 1, 
with the difference that in the front and rear 

25 walls the metallic structure is reduced, with the 

aim of reducing the cost of the basket, and for 
facilitating the arrangement of a frontal section 
2 and of a rear head 3; 

- a frontal section 2 in a plastic material, having 
30 three apertures; the central one also serves as 

a handle, while the two lateral ones serve so as 
to not obstruct the flow of water during the 
washing of the dishes; the frontal section 2 is 
snap fitted to the basket 1; 
35 - a rear head 3, also realised in a plastic material 
that is snap fitted to the basket 1, as with the 
frontal section 2. 
In the figure the bracings 4 are seen, only present 
in the lateral zones; and the base wires 5 can also be 
40 seen that are shorter in the frontal and rear zones, as 
mentioned above. 

In figure 3 a view of a basket assembled accord- 
ing to the invention is represented; it is seen from 
such figure that also the rear head 3 has apertures for 
45 the passage of water during washing. 

In figure 4 views of two other examples of bas- 
kets according to the invention are represented; it is 
seen how such baskets, that have internal supports 
realised in a known way, are only provided with the 
so frontal sections in a plastic material and not the rear 
heads; the frontal sections 2 both provide handles 
and only one also provides two additional apertures 
for facilitating the flow of water. 

In figure 5 a frontal section 2 is represented being 
55 different than that for the basket of figure 3. 

It provides an anterior handle 6, realised in the 
form of an open box-like protrusion in the lower part 
for the introduction of fingers, and a rear pocket 7, apt 
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at containing small objects such as tea spoons. 

Figure 6 illustrates, in an enlarged view, another 
possible realisation of the basket utilising the method 
according to the invention; the frontal section 2 in this 
example has sliding wheels 8, that in this way result 5 
in being partially hidden, improving therefore the 
overall appearance of the finished basket 

Figure 7 illustrates a further example of a basket 
realised using the method according to the invention; 
comprising a frontal section 2 with an opening handle 10 
and four wheels 8, and a rear head 3 with two wheels 
8. 

It results in being clear from the given descrip- 
tion, with specific reference to a particular basket, 
that the invention provides for a method of manufac- 1 5 
ture of a basket for dish-washing machines, in which 
the basket is obtained by joining a base section (bas- 
ket of metallic net 1), realised by way of expensive 
tools and being the same for all models of the ma- 
chine, and a variable additional part (frontal section 20 
2, rear head 3), that can be different according to the 
model or line of models, which is realised without the 
necessity of expensive tools, and can easily present 
ornamental or commercial motives being specific to 
one or more models, for example different brands. 25 

From the given description the characteristics of 
the basket and of the method subject of the present 
invention result in being clear, as do it's advantages. 

In particular the basket according to the invention 
allows for, with a slight increase in costs, to obtain a 30 
variety of aesthetic models, for differentiating a line 
of appliances from another, perhaps sold with a dif- 
ferent brand, and superior aesthetic and functional ' 
characteristics It is clear that numerous variants can 
be made to the basket subject of the present inven- 35 
tion, without departing from the novelty principles in- 
herent in the innovative idea, as it is also clear that in 
the practical realisation of the invention the materials 
and the forms of the illustrated details may be differ- 
ent, and the same could be substituted with technical- 40 
ly equivalent elements. 

For example the additional part or parts (frontal 
section, rear head) rather than being of a plastic ma- 
terial can be realised in metal or another material, as 
also their configuration can be varied as desired. 45 



Claims 

1. Manufacturing method of a basket for a dish- so 
washing machine, characterised in that the bas- 
ket is obtained by joining a base section (1), re- 
alised by way of expensive toots and being the 
same for all models of machine, and a variable 
additional part (2,3), different according to the 55 
model or line of models, which is realised without 
the necessity of expensive tools. 



2. Basket for dish-washing machine, realised ac- 
cording to the method of claim 1 , characterised in 
that said basket (1) has a part realised in metallic 
net and a frontal section (2) realised in a plastic 
material for improving the aesthetics and/or func- 
tioning of the basket itself. 

3. Basket for dish-washing machine, according to 
claim 2, characterised in that said basket (1) has 
a rear head (3) in a plastic material. 

4. Basket for dish-washing machine, according to 
claims 2 or 3, characterised in that said frontal 
section (2) provides a handle (6) and that said 
handle (6) is realised by practising a slot or pro- 
jection on said frontal section (2). 

5. Basket for dish-washing machine, according to 
claims 2 or 3, characterised in that said frontal 
section (2) provides a container (7) for small ob- 
jects, in particular tea spoons, said container (7) 
being in particular realised in the internal part of 
said frontal section (2). 

6. Basket for dish-washing machine, according to 
claims 2 or 3, characterised in that said frontal 
section (2) and/or said rear head (3) provide aper- 
tures for the passage of water so as not to ob- 
struct the flow of such water during the washing 
of the dishes. 

7. Basket for dish-washing machine, according to 
claims 2 or 3, characterised in that for reducing 
the cost of such basket (1), and/or for facilitating 
the assembly, in the application area of said fron- 
tal section (2) and/or said rear head (3), the met- 
allic structure is reduced (fig. 2). 

8. Basket for dish-washing machine, according to 
claims 2 or 3, characterised in that said frontal 
section (2) and/or said rear head (3) are snap fit- 
ted to said basket (1). 

9. Basket for dish-washing machine, according to 
claims 2 or 3, characterised in that said frontal 
section (2) and/or said rear head (3) comprise 
sliding wheels (8) and in particular said wheels re- 
sult in being partially hidden from view (fig. 7). 

10. Manufacturing method according to claim 1, 
characterised in that said variable additional part 
(2,3), is realised in a plastic material. 

11. Manufacturing method according to claim 1, 
characterised in that said variable additional part 
(2,3), is realised in a metallic material. 

12. Manufacturing method according to claim 1, 
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6 



characterised in that said variable additional part 
(2,3), has ornamental or commercial motives be- 
ing specific to one or more models. 

13. Basket for dish-washing machine realised utilis- 5 
ing the manufacturing method according to one 
or more of the previous claims. 
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